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LL-STAGED

A couple dish out food for thou?—nt
ice fo

adding oontemporary ec?

kitchen.

.' e Torar  old-fashion

YOU LIKE TO ENTERTAIN' MEET LALLY AND

Gardon Atkinson, two self-proclaimed foodies who wine
and dine as many as 40 people @t a time in their San
Francisco home. When the couple renovated their 15905
Victorian, interior designer Steven Miller transformed the U-
shape upper-level kitchen into an L with an island—and a
livelier atmosphere for dinner parties. "It has a theater
aspect,” Sally says. " Not like we put on a cooking show, but it's
a place to sit and set up as a bar or a buffet so everyone can
come in and gather around while Gordon and | cook.”
Their kitchen grew about 3 fect

on each end, swallowing
portions of neighboring rooms 0 become an elonguted
space that berter conforms to the home’s narrow width
Barriers between the kitchen and the dining room were
the

lessened as well, improving traffic flow and smoothl

transition from a high-function, casually eegant place for
preparing meals to a4 more formal atmosphere in which to

serve and emoy them.

For a new look 10 go with the new configuration, Sally
assembled 3 materials mix that respects the home’s old age as
well a5 its users’ modern needs, avoiding a “matchy” look at
every turn. Sally doesn't care for otherwise beautifully done
kitchens where “evervthing is uniform,” she says. ™ wanted it
to feel less monalithic and more a combination of things”

For example, Sally paired a fumiture-style island with a
circular table. Resembling a sideboard, the island has el
glass doors on its more visible dining-room side and typical

island storage on its hardworking kitchen side, The attached

circular table rises above sland height and becomes a bar
during cocktail parties. “The table

The gloam of metal the same species of wood as the n'.1|~-

surfaces leaves a inets, but it has a stightly distressed
modern edge on the  finish,” Miller says. “It's well-coondi

vintage-minded nated, but not necessarily matching”
kitchen in Sally and Surfaces suggest graceful aging, in
Gordan Atkinson's keeping with the character of an
Victorian home 1890s home. "We didn't want the

The istand |e center  kitchen 1o look so new becaiuse it
stage for the lave- wonld have been a total disconnect
he house” Miller

to-cook couple’s from the rest of
crowd-ploasing

culinary theater,




says. At the same lime, prominent stainkess steel, zinc, and
other metals add contemporary zest that frees the space from
the perils of perind-correct rigidity.

Limestone on the perimeter countertops—chosen for its
warm, weathered appearance—is embedded with spiral
shells-and slices of fossils, much 1o the delight of the couple’s
three voung children. The rinc top on the island will develop
am attractive pating, as will the linoleum floor, which “just
gets better with time,” Miller says. “We chose materials that
age well so that the aging would be part of the design rather

Jay Gratwam, Firs
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than something |the Atkinsons| would always have 1o fight”

To complement the home's vinlage elements, the
Atkinsons embossed the ceiling with Viaorian-style wallpa-
per, patterned the cabinetry after the Arts and Crafts designs
in the windows, and opted for 3 backsplash of small-scale
subway tiles, “It's a deliberate attempt to go back in time with
materials that will fare better anid last Jonger,” Sally says.

T'he result is a kitchen that entertains notions of the past
as it entertains guests of the present. kmi
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Changing the wark
core fram a U te
an L led 1o & more
livable layout, This
and af the istand
opons fo A sunny
aating area and
includes n table of
the same rich
chorrywood and
furniture guality

as the cabinetry.

in the details

Old pattems and patinas take on new forms,
putting an exclamation point on period style,

1 Both the glass-
front and solid-
wood cherry
cabinot doors
boant cross-shaps
Arts and Crafts
pattorns that echo
thosa found in the
windows. Interior
lights and charry
besded-board
backing fend
design drama 1o
itams an display.
2 The zinc island
surface packs the
design punch of
stainless stesl, but
conveys groator
character and
warmth, “W's not &
shick, cold edge,”
Saily Arkinzon says
3 Srainless-steel
hacksplash tiles
offer today’s take
on vintage-look
brickwark or
subway tiles while
reinfarcing the
metallie thome
establishod by the
appliances, istand
top, and pandants
4 The beundary
batwean the
kitchen and the
formal dining
room is marked by
the meeting of
hardwood flooring
and retra-look
linelewm in a
checkerboard
pattorn. Goe of
the istand's hoaty
furniture-style
logs crosses the
dividing lina
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