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You've Got the Look

Mid-century
Modern

Spanning a relatively short perod of time
(19405-19708), mid-century modem design is
the byproduct of a surge in manufacturing
innovations that allowed for metal and wiood
to be shaped as never before. Designers
created sheek, streamlined pieces whose forms
echoed organic shapes—think of the ubiquitous
Eames “potato-chip” chalr, a rarer 2em such as
Arme Jacobsen's EEE chair (characterized by a
near-seamiess ovaid shape) or Eero Saarinen's
cozy, low-slung Womb chair, According to SF
decorator lay leffers, mid-century modern is
"the perfect period for someone on a budpget.
Pieces were mass-produced, so there are a lot
available; and If you don't have o have a
signed piece, you can find them at flea markets
and thrift shops.” Higher-end design boutiques
such as Den and Joe Kish, which regularly stock
ariginals, can provide immediate gratification.
If you've done your homework and you know
what you're looking for, onfine auctions such as
eBay can prove to ba worth the effort (search
for designers such as “Hans Wegner” and
"George Melson®)
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From haute-baroque to uber-contemporary,
the range of possibilities is vast when it
comes to decorating your home.

Regance style Fautaull a E] Relne L'."I'Irlll‘ and Alex Bertin
palntlng Eclrca 13?4] : (

COURTESY OF ANTONIO™S ANTIQUES: STEFANIE DEUTSCH MICHEIDA

W MICHEIDA: GARY GARNICK,

uTsc

TEFANIE DEL

ED LYON: &

LOCKWISE FROM TOF RIGMTI. F

i

European
Antiques

Decorating with Eurapean antiques ¢an be a bit intimidating. (The word antigue alone is practically
synomymous with a lofty price tag.) And although you can certainly break the bank on that coveted
Louis XV commaode, 2 vast range of pieces doesn't require nearly as much capital. There's
usually a correlation between age and price, 50 those just getting started may find 18th-.and 19th-
century pieces more accessible. Kendall ‘Wilkinson, interior designer and owner of Sacramento
Street antiques purveyor Patina atelier, atso advises, "Country furmiture |s usually less expensiva,
especially if you find pieces made of pine or oak." Even for antiques, trends do apply: These days,
demand |5 high for early 19th-century itallan painted items. How to verify authenticity?

“an authentic plece will feel like it has been layered and chipped away at and then layered with
paint again,” says Wilkinson. Tuming a piece upside down and checking for telltale machine-made
of electric saw marks is another way to avoid being taken for a ride. Beginning collectoss can
educate thelr eye at the annual San Francisco Fall Antigues Show (Oct. 27-317; wwwehss.og).
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contemporary

The distinctions between modern and contemporary design

are not immediately identifiable. Contemporary pieces may
share modern furniture’s clean, simple lines but can also be
decorative and ornate, incorporating a wide range of styles.

(The scale does tend to be generous, as notions of comf
play a big part in the design process) Prices for higher-e

ort
nd

lines such as B&B talia and Cappellinl are quite steep, but

thanks to IKEA you ¢an achleve a similar look and feel w

out the hefty investment, Robert Munzer, senior sales associate

at the Soma conternporary art and fumiture gallery LIMN,

ith-

credits the Swedish megaretailer with educating the public

about contemporary design. “IKEA is terrific because it

introduces and exposes this aesthetic toavery large audience,”
he says. "People whio are buying IKEA now will at some point

upgrade in terms of quality and price.” If you've already

graduated, browse at purvevors such as LIMN, Kartell, Design

Within Reach and Berkeley's The Magazine, Contemporary
designers to ook for include Philippe Starck, Antonio Citterio

and kKarim Rashid,
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